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Editorial

After the election victory of 

Benigno Aquino, who had been 

supported by the “yellow army”, 

the new president appointed 

his “rainbow cabinet”. At that 

time, little attention was paid 

to the human rights policy of 

extrajudicial killings (EJK) and 

enforced disappearances (ED). 

During the presidency of Arroyo, 

human rights were treated with 

contempt, and EJK and ED increased 

tremendously, comparable to the 

(terror) regime of dictator Marcos. 

During the election campaign, the 

new president Aquino promised 

substantial improvements in the 

respect of human rights, and 

announced that he would follow 

in his mother’s footsteps, who had 

brought the dictatorship, a dark 

chapter for human rights, to an end. 

One year in office, the president 

now has to prove that his actions 

are according to the promises 

made. Is he really willing to put an 

end to the horrible time of Arroyo? 

Resuming peace negotiations 

with the communist guerrilla, and 

replacing the “counter-insurgency 

programme” with a new programme 

more peaceful in wording, is 

simply not enough. More serious 

steps are necessary to improve the 

judicial system: How will he prevent 

criminalisation of human rights 

defenders (HRDs) (cf. Observer vol. 

1 no. 1) and impunity? Will there 

be any repercussions for Jovito 

Palparan, general under Arroyo, 

and will his alleged EJK and ED 

ever be addressed with a lawsuit? 

How will the Aquino administration 

ensure that human rights are 

complied with throughout all state 

institutions at all administrative 

levels – particularly within the 

police, military and the judicial 

system?

This volume will illustrate the 

change of power to a newly elected 

national administration and reflect 

on political changes in human rights 

at the macro as well as the micro-

level. In the introductory article, 

the authors address human rights 

injustices on the national level. 

The German Federal Government 

Commissioner for Human 

Rights Markus Löning states his 

impressions of the judicial system 

when he visited the Philippines 

early this year. The subsequent 

article discusses the condition of 

the judicial system with an emphasis 

on impunity. It avails itself of an 

example of an actual murder case 

of a representative of the civil 

society. The German Friedrich 

Naumann Foundation compares 

the Aquino administration with 

its previous government. Within 

the Philippine domestic security 

policy, the nonviolent peaceforce 

for the peace process in Mindanao 

will be discussed. The following 

three articles specialise on the 

micro level, namely, the specific 

shortcomings of the protection 

programme for witnesses and their 

family members to avoid EJK. Not 

only the local needs and concerns 

with regards to the new presidency 

will be expressed and elaborated in 

an interview with a HRD, but also 

the hopes for improving the human 

rights situation. The basis of this 

will be the constructive interaction 

of national, regional and local 

authorities as a means to solve 

human rights related problems 

of local HRD groups in Negros 

Oriental in conflict with recalcitrant 

landowners. Carranza presents the 

expectations and possibilities of a 

truth commission, as an important 

tool to rehabilitate the human 

rights violations under the Arroyo 

regime. To enhance this volume, the 

article by Hammann highlights the 

election pledges of the presidential 

candidates for human rights during 

the previous election campaign. 

In the next issue one particular 

aspect of criminalisation of HRD 

will be discussed – the so called 

red-baiting – that is constantly 

committed by state authorities.       n
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